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Welcome to Freshwater Focus Issue 34

CALL US (08) 9384 0293
 

 

Facebook Website

FRESHWATER BAY PRIMARY SCHOOL

Freshwater Bay Primary School has a high level of academic achievement, a vibrant
co-curricular program and an emphasis on community involvement. Formed in 2011,
the Freshwater Bay values are defined in our school motto: wisdom, respect and
courage.

 
 
 

Dear Parents  
 
Last weekend many of us celebrated Father’s Day. Many of
you in our School Community will have done something
special as a family and some will have quietly remember
beloved fathers who are no longer with us. I am also
conscious that I write this to people for whom family
situations are incredibly complex; however, my
premise is that good strong men are important in the lives of
our children, whether they be uncles, foster parents,
teachers, family friends or neighbours.

We are fortunate in our Freshwater Bay Community to have such interested fathers who are very

active and obviously committed to a strong role in the School and their children’s lives. This is

obvious in all aspects of our school, for example the Open Night, Sports Carnivals, pick ups and

drop offs, school meetings with teachers or myself, the Board and the P & C, there is always a

tel:(08) 9384 0293
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strong representation of highly engaged men. We also have the highly popular Dad and child year

4 weekend camp. 

  

There has been a huge shift in parenting in the past decades and much attention has been given

to the importance of the fathers or the father figure’s role in raising children. I invite you to read

this enlightening article by Georgina Dent on Managing fatherhood and work. Fathers and male

role models are significant in developing a child’s self-esteem where they learn to be balanced,

being able to take criticism, experience failure and understand that in competition, there are

‘winners’ and ‘losers’. Children can learn how to deal with failure and mistakes in a supported

environment such as a sporting team. Being a gracious winner or a good loser are life skills for

which sport can prepare them. The reality is that today’s father needs to be an involved and

emotionally available co-parent. Coakley (2005) in her article demonstrates that leisure is clearly a

major site for this to occur and, in focusing on parental involvement in youth sport, a study by

sports and leisure researcher demonstrated how this is a particularly prominent site for fathering.

Coakley argues that, as fathers seek to become increasingly involved in their children’s lives,

youth sports provide parenting contexts that can enable fathers to develop mature, easy

relationships with their sons and daughters, as long as they don’t get overly competitive or critical.

The prominence of sport as a dominant cultural context for fathering is highlighted by Shaw and

Dawson’s (1998) findings in ‘Leisure Sciences’ that being with and doing leisure activities with

their children, and using these occasions to bond, communicate and instill values, is central to the

generative notion of fathering (and mothering for that matter too, I suppose). For many fathers

who are at a bit of a loss in their new role as fathers, organised sport provides a setting in which

they feel comfortable and competent (as opposed to talking about relationships, body image etc

where they are often most uncomfortable). 

Research repeatedly demonstrates that paternal or strong male influence can and does affect

many facets of a woman’s life, from her sense of self to the treatment she comes to expect from

men in her personal and professional life. And a man’s life, he learns respect for all people,

strength and power are not the same and need to be used wisely, he learns respect for women

through how his father respects his mother and how his significant male role models treat women.

‘Do as I Do’ is what guides a son. 

Effective fathers display warmth toward their child, believe in their ability to parent well, are able to

reason with their child, are involved in their child’s life and parent well with their partner. 

Ineffective parents are over-protective, hostile toward their child, angry and have argumentative

relationships with their partners.  Each of these characteristics has a unique influence on a child’s

health, social, emotional and academic outcomes. (The Fathering Project; Waters and Lester) 

  

Dr Bruce Robinson, author of ‘Daughters and their Dads’ (2008), believes there are three main

things that a daughter needs from her father: a sense of her own beauty, a sense of self-

confidence and competence, and a sense of how she should be expected to be treated by a man.

Dr Robinson wrote this book and devoted part of his life to promoting involvement of fathers in

their children’s lives after a career caring for dying patients, many of them middle-aged men,
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whose last days were filled with deep regret for not having spent enough time with their children,

but having spent too much time at work. So, Dads, Foster Dads, Step-Dads and Father Figures,

don’t step into the back room at this important time of your child’s lives, even if the terrain in the

front room feels uncertain, fluid, opaque and a bit treacherous. As an esteemed Child and

Adolescent Psychologist, I worked with often said when reassuring self-doubting parents about

their own capability, do not stress! ‘Good enough parenting’ is probably best to aim for because

perfect, controlling, intrusive parenting, isn’t great, and obviously negligent, uncaring parenting

isn’t either. Kids need to see that their parents are not perfect, the world does revolve around

them, and not everyone is the same so, console yourself and aim for ‘good enough parenting,

most of the time’! 

 

I hope that every one had a Happy Father’s Day – and thank you to all our wonderfully supportive,

loving Dads and Father Figures. Your children are blessed. 

 

Coakley. J (2005). The Good Father: Parental Expectations in Youth Sports. Leisure Studies, 25

(2) 153 - 165 Moore, C. (2015) Dads and Their Daughters – Connections Through Sport. Insights 

Robinson, B. (2008). Dads and their Daughters. Perth: Macsis Publishing 

Dr. Stacy Waters and Dr. Leanne Lester; The Fathering Project Australian Evidence of the Impact

of Fathering, University of WA 

  
 

Simon Reid 
Principal

Our Inter-house Carnival was a great success and enjoyed by all the students.
The weather was kind and we managed to get through the day without a drop
of rain. The new format for our tabloid team games kept all students fully
involved and added to the excitement of the day.

House Athletics Carnival Final Points 
  
1st  Briggs - 5341 points 

2018 Term 3 Planner

2018 Term 4 Planner

FRESHWATER BAY NEWS

https://www.freshwaterbayps.wa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/2018-Term-3-Planner.pdf
https://www.freshwaterbayps.wa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/2018-Term-4-Planner-1.pdf
https://mailchi.mp/8cdb89163543/freshwater-focus-issue-34-6-september-2018
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2nd Sutton - 4768 points 
3rd Crowdy - 4639 points 
4th Kirwan - 4546 points  

Fathers' Day was celebrated with Wednesday morning breakfasts in our Kindy
and Pre-Primary classes. It was wonderful to see so many Fathers and
Grandfathers enjoying the morning with their children. The little performances
put on by the students added to the delightful experience.

We finish our news with a big Thank-you and Farewell to Renee Harris. Renee
has been a welcoming face to new parents and has done a great deal to
promote a happy and caring atmosphere throughout our school. She has
developed a special relationship with the students and added colour, both
literally and figuratively, to our world. 
We will all miss you Renee and wish her well in your future endeavours.

2018 ROYAL SHOW 
CAR PARKING FUNDRAISER 

Saturday 22nd to Monday 24th September

  
Freshwater Bay Primary School has again been given Rowe Park (end of Reserve St, Claremont)

to collect parking money from people attending this year’s Royal Show. 

This is a great opportunity for the school to help the local community, and raise some money to

put towards new air-conditioners for the pre-primary, kindy, art room, music room and library.

Previous years have been very successful fundraisers and lots of fun. 

We need to provide volunteers from8am –6pm on the first three days of the Royal Show

(Saturday 22nd to Monday 24th September). We will be working in 2 hours shifts and need at

least 2peoplefor each shift. 

The show is the first weekend of the school holidays and we understand some people may be

away during this time, however, please look closely at the roster and try to fit in a shift or

twotohelp-out. 

If you can kindly donate some time, please sign up below or contact Campbell Airey on 

0468 499 599 email: vicepresident.fwb@gmail.com 

If you have done show parking before, please consider nominating in the mornings as those tend

to be the busiest times and we need a few old hands on deck! It is quite a lot of fun, needs little

preparation and is a great way to meet other FWB families! 

There is a safe playground on site away from the parking area, but close enough for parental



9/7/2018 Freshwater Focus | Issue 34 | 6 September 2018

https://mailchi.mp/8cdb89163543/freshwater-focus-issue-34-6-september-2018 5/6

supervision. 

Please get behind this and give it your support, we really need your help!  Detailed instructions

will be provided once we have filled the roster. 

 

THANK YOU 

  

Campbell Airey 

P&C Vice President

We have begun planning for 2019. If your child will not be attending Freshwater Bay next year

please fill out the Students Not Returning Form and email to

freshwaterbay.ps@education.wa.edu.au

Community News 

Community Noticeboard
Please remember to check our Community
Noticeboard outside Tangney Hall  for
information about sporting club registrations
and community events.

 School Lunch Online Bright Beginnings Camp Australia

Fundraiser Sign-up

Fundraiser Sign-up

STUDENTS NOT RETURNING 2019

http://www.schoollunchonline.com.au/
http://brightbeginningswa.com.au/claremont-centre/
http://www.freshwaterbayps.wa.edu.au/information-for-parents/outside-school-care/
http://signup.com/go/JxftRbr
http://signup.com/go/JxftRbr
https://www.freshwaterbayps.wa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Students-not-Returning-Note-2019.pdf
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Read More Read More Read More

 
‘Believe, inspire, and strive for a

successful learning community’ 
 We believe In inspiring a passion and

curiosity for lifelong learning.

Contact Us
Address : Bay View Terrace, Claremont,
Western Australia 6010, Australia 
Phone Number: (08) 9384 0293 
Email
: freshwaterbay.ps@education.wa.edu.au
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